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The new charter, which common consent has
almost uuauunousiy decided is a necessity for the
Empire City, will form the fifteenth (not countbigsupplemental enactments) granted to It sinco
lit was first permuted to onjoy municipal
privileges, just 220 years ago, It being at mat time
the city of New Amsterdam and miner the jurisdictionof the States Coneral of Holland. In the discussionwhich must now naturally tate place over
the framing of the new charter it is not only inter-
eating but instructive to review tho various Dutch,
English and American charters under which we
have thus far been governed, In order that wo mify
select thegood that can be found in tlietn and dls(cardthe regulations that have been proved objeoklouable.so that we may benefit in the future by
tne experiences or the past, beyond this the hlskoryoi our municipal government is or lutercst, lniasmuchas it shows how, as the population has Increasedfrom considerably less than oue thousand
plain and simple-minded souls to one thousand
limes that number of heterogeneous characters, the
provisions of the criarters have had to bo expuudqjl
po us to inoet the requirements of tne increasing
population and the extending area required for
Weir dwellings and places ot business,
i The Struggle for Almtlcipnl (eights.
The charters under which tne Island of Manhattanas a European settlement was first governed

were one granted to the Dntcli West India Company
In 1621 (twelve years alter Hudson's discovery), and
Ihe "Charter of Privileges and Exemptions,"
granted to the colonists in 1629. These, however,
In no degree savored of municipal or self-government,and It was not until ttie colony exhibited
pigns of prosperity and the European popu.atlon
|>egau to Increase that the colciusts expressed a dcBireto enjoy civic rights like those wiucli they had
experienced in the Fatherland. The first occasion
ppon which the people ol the colony of New Netherlandswere consulted with regard to public alTalrs
was in August, 1641. An Indian bachem having refusedto deliver up one of his tribe who bad murdereda harmless Dutchman in retaliation for the
death of a relative at the hands of the .whites
anany years, bclore. when the murderer was
a small boy, Director General Kieft desired
fco commence, hostilities against the tribe, but
was uetcrred by tne objections of the colonists, who
Ibrew upon him the entire responsibility of the proposedconflict. In consequence of ihls Kioft reluc-
pinny sougnt me counsel 01 me community, ana
hummoned ttie masters and heads 01 families at
fclanuatMti and its vicinity to meet at Fort Amsterdam,"to resolve there on something of i he .first nocosslty."And thus, on August 2'J, 1641, was held
the
FIRST REUl'LAR MEETING EVER HELD IN NEW

AMSTERDAM.
The assembly promptly cbose "Twelve select

Hen" to consider certain proppsiiIons submitted by
the Director, and who thus became the first representativesof the people ot our citr. By their advice
the war was postponed until tlie hunting season;
bud upon their treing convoked again, on January
£1, 184.', they then assented to the proposed expeditionagainst the Indian tribe who screened the murperer.But being now convoked in a quasi corporatecapacity these representatives of the people

Kero unwilling that their action should be limited
the registry or a proposed,decreo or the dictatorialDirector. They began to evince the spirit of

freedom which they hail imbibed in their native
fend, and now were intent upon taking tnc initiative*
In popular reform. They demanded that the people
Should have representatives in the Colonial Council,
Iwhicti was intellect, 1119 Director alone, as he nau
|wo votes, while Hie only nominal Councillor had
|>ut one, argulug that, m the l atnerland, the Councilof even a small vi.lage had live or s«'ven popular
representatives. They proposed ihat the members
<of the Council should t>e increased to at least live,
of which four should 1* elected from the commonalty;two of these four Councillors to be annually
replaced i»v two others cnoseiuroin tne twelve men
eleoted uy the people. Thev further demanded

fhat judicial proceedings should only take place beforea full Board, aud suggested the organisation ot
b militia force.

CONCESSIONS PROMISED.
Kleft saw that It would be imprudent to refuse

any coucessions,to the popular delegates; he, therelore,Informed them that he had already wrtttou to
Holland, whence lie shortly expected "some
persons of quality" and "a complete Counloll;"but the commonaity might now choose

Jiersons "to help In maintaining mstlcc for
hem," two to be changed annually as suggested;
pud that they should be called into council "when
Deed required,"' aud certain times In the y<air shouul
Iso be appointed lor them to assemble together
'upon public affairs," and advise upon specific

propositions.' thus far their authority snouid extend."He, however, stated that lie was not awart
that the twelve men had received frjm the common

i;y any lurtber powers than that which related tc
the esse or the Indian murderer.

TIIK "TWKLVK SKLKCf JllEN'" OISSOLVKD.
But Kieft aid not desire popular reforms. lie had

obtained rrom the representative* oi the people al
that he wanted.their assent to the hostilities whlcl
lie longed to continence against Die Indians.and lr
return he gave a reluctant promise for a limited popularrepresentation, which he evidently never Intendedto luihl. He found that the twelve men in
their corporate capacity were occoinlug embarrassingto tilia. and he determined to save himself from
any further trouble at their hands. lie there
tore issued a proclamation on February
IS, 1042, in which he thanked them
lor their advice in respect to the proposed »var,
wnteli would be adopted "with Hod's help and 111

Siting time;'' and dissolved their body, and lorbade
.the calling of any assemblies or meetings of the
people, on paiu of corporeal punishment, without
an express order of the Director General, as they
"tend to dangerous conscjueuces, an I to the great
Injury of the country aul of our authority." Ainl
thus was suppressed the first attempt at popular
government in what is now the Empire C'ltv of the
Western World.

Til* "ElOIIT MEN."
In the following year, im.j, the Indians having at.

tacked the Dutch trading boats iu the North Klver,
ID the alarmlhtf crisis weim ensund Kicft was

NEW TOR
compelled again to summon the people to council
id Fort Amsterdam, when thoy were asked "to
elect Ore or six persons from among themselves"
to consldor certain proposlUoDS be would make to
them, The people met, but, nettled at the treatmentof tbe twelve men In the previous rear, ttiey
determined to leave the responsibility to the Director,sunjoct to their approval; but their scruples
being ovorcome, they eventually (September I3i
elected "Might Men" to confer with the
Director. The first act or this second board
or popular representatives was to purge their body
of one or its members who had been guilty of an
objectionable act, and select a substitute, after
which they agreed to supply men and moans, as
far as they were able, to prosecute the war against
the Ktvor Indians, at tue same time preserving
peace with the Long Island tribes, wno were to be
cncouraaed to bring In "some heads of the murderers;"they also ordained that "all tarcrnlng and
all other irregularities" should be forbidden, and
prescribed a week's preaching Instead; but the
order was not carried into exocutlon. The peril to
the colonists was so great that the eight men took
uoou themselves to petition both the Dutch West
Indian Company In tho Netherlands and the States
Ueneral."the Fathers of l'athorlaud".to send
them aid. This was the first timo that tho colonists
spoke directly to the home government, with whloh
step several Directors, under existing circumstances,did not think it wise to interfere. Though
It had been at hrsl decided that they should meet
weekly, Kleft only called these eight mou together,
and sought their aid when he was in difllculties,
consequently tho West India Company, being oankrupt,and hostilities continuing, we And him on
.;uno 18 In ttto next year convening them tor the
lirst time In more than six months, and proposing
to them to raise a revenue by au excise
duty on wine, beor, brandy and beavers, to
which they objected, on tho ground that the lcvyiugor taxes was a sovereign rlgnt which lie, merely
au oillcial, had no authority to assume. For tills
opinion tie sharply reprimanded the representatives
of me people, and three days later Issued a proclamat.onimposing the duties, falsely stating that It
was done "by the advice of llio eight men." This
resulted in the brewers refusing to pay the excise
and party spirit dividing, and from this time forwardexisting in the Commonalty.the eight men
representing tho democratic sentiment of the
majority or the people, while tho parasites of arbitrarypowers took part with the Director General.
After this Ktert exhibited such culpable inactivity
In dofeuding the colonists against tho attacks or the
savages that the eight men determined boldly to
demand his recall and to insist upon the introductionInto New Netherlands of the

MUNICIPAL SYSTEM OF THK FATHERLAND,
and they memorialized the West India Company to
that eiTect. This lod, after auo consideration, to the
recall of Kiefc and to Peter Mtuyvcsant being
appointed Director General of the Netherlands and
"redresscr general" of all abuses, but It was not
until May, 1017, tnat Peter arrived in tho colony,
when tils coming was "like a peacock's,
With great state and pomp." In tho inquiry
winch now took piaco into me dissensions
whlcu hail disturbed iho peace of tne colony, lCiofl
being formally complained ol by Mclya and kuyter,
twoot tho eight men, accused them with having
been instrumental in causing the war with tin; Indians.Willi rebellion and with being the autuors of
the memorial demanding Ins recull, widen he doclaiedto be "calumnious uud scandalous." Stuy:vosant "chose the side of Knelt," and, after a trial
of ilifi prejudged case, both were found guilty, wneu
Stu>vesaut wished olelyn to be put to death and his
property couflJcaieu, and Kuylcrio be subject to an
"armtrary correction" aim a line; but the majority
01 the Council.widen was now increased lu numbers.modiiied this severe punlsnm-mi, uud sentencedme lorracr to seven and the luttcr to three
years' banishment, witu lines. Tiiey were sent to
the Fatherland, "Use criminals," in the snip whicu
was to have earned Kleit there, but she was nuvigateoby mistake Into the firuish channel und was
wrecked on the coast of Wales, wlicu, as If it were
a dispensation ol retributive justice, kiefl was
drowned and Uis two victims were saved, and returnedfrom the Fatherland, where their sentences
were annulled, lo Amsterdam, wnere Kuyier aiterwardsbecame aciiepen and sohout. and was murderedby the Indians shortly after his appointment
to the latter olllee.

the "nine chosen men."
Stuyvesaut had scarcely settled down beiore he

promulgated police regulations for the government
ui the town, and issued proclamations witn a zeal
aim vapidity that promised to work a "thorough rclformation." He louud »tlie nuances In a very low
condition, whdo Fort Amsterdam sadly needed repairsand seemed totally inadequate to repel a
hostile attack ot Indians, wiucu was anticipated.
For eighty years past the Father.and had maintainedlue principle of "taxatiou only by consent." As
assistance was imperative, und it was thought best to
let prerogative yield to popular rignts. the Director,
by tue advice of ills Council, ordered an election to
tie neln atwnlcu the inhabitants of Manhattan,
Hrcuckeleu, Atuersfort and I'uvomu were to choose
eigutecu of tne "most notable, reasonable, honest
and respectable" persons from among themselves,
irom whom, "as is customary la the Fatherland,"
the Director and Council were to select nine men to
advise and as-ust,-when called upon, "as lu their
tribunes," on all matters pertaining to the welfare
o( the province at large. Tills election having been
held, tho Council oi September ja, 1U47. issued a
proclamation.widen may be regarded us

a OUBtlB OT popular KIQUrS,
and which declared that nothing was mure desirable
tbau.fhat New Netherlands, and "principally New
Amsterdam, our capital and residence, might continueand- increase, lu good order, justice, police,
population, prosperity uud neutral harmony,'* Ac.
The powers auu duties or these nine men. which
were herein defined, were limited and guarded,
yet these men were to form an important element
in the provincial administration, uud thus popular
rights game I largely wueu computed with the influencemat Dad been possessed by the twelve men,
or ilie eight tnen whom the new Hoard superseded.
Of the eighteen meu elected by HieCoiumonalty,
tnrec were selected by tne Council irom tho merchants.turee from me citizens, una three irom ilio
lanur.s. One of their duties being the "preservaitiou of the pure Reformed religion," they were uot
to "assist at auy private conventicles or meetings;"
and they were to meet only when convened "in a
legitimate manner," wlicu, alter consulting to!gcther upou the propositions of tho Director aud
General Council, they might then "bring forward
their advice." The Director, as one of tue Oouuoll,
might, at any time, attend and preside over the
meetings. Three of the utue men, in rotation, were
to nave seats in the Council once in each
week, "on the usual court day," to wiiom,
us arbitrators, civil cases must be referred;
but an appeal irom tneir award might be
made to tun colonial Council, on payment of ouo
pound Flemish. The "numbers ol uiueciioscn men"
was 10 continue until iawiully repealed, out six
were to leave luclr scats annually, aud twelve irom
among the "iuo->t notable citizens'' to be agaiu
nominated, and, with the nine assembled, communicatedto the council, without the latter "being
required to call in future the whole Commonalty
together." So in the Ursl election alone was the
voice of what Stujvesani called

TUK "WAVElUSil MULTITUDE."
allowed to bo exnrcssed, for tlto nine men were to
select their own successors. In the first change
seven of the old Hoard were retained and ouiy two
members admitted. The utile men soou expressed
tueir willingness that taxes should bo levied for the
completion or the church, tho reorganization ot lue
public school, aud precautionary measures taken
tor the prevention or fires; out tney stouiiy resisted
providing money for tne repairs of the fort, winch
tue company was bound by its charier to sustain
out oi me revenue it collected. Kariy In lcs-t'J
a coufliot occurred between Stuyvesaut and the
fibre men relative lu the latter sending u delegateto [Tolland to sue tor a redress of grievances. Tho
Director forbade the lailiug of a public meeting,
and ilicn, In retaliation for a house to house can1vass by the popular representatives, seized tneir
papers and imprisoned \ an uer Doack, oueot ihe
new members of the nine men, and the most energeticof them, flieso arbitrary measures determinedthe popular triouucs to prosecute their
endeavors to obtatu a redress oi tneir grievances.They, ihorefore, prepared a "rciuonstraucj" againstthe pol.ev and proceedings ol tne ivest India companyand a "memorial'' iu tueir "nlgii migiitiincsses," the Slates Ucnera'. praying tnat theywould lake the oruvmcu "iinner -

suteguard," aim uiut Uicy would establish £
Srililll.K 1)1'Hit llKK OuVKUNMKNTttiuishouHsoincwiut resemble "tue laud.-.ble gov- Ieminent ol our Hiiiioriund.' Tne memorial inso Isuggested mat, ficu trade, colonial commerce andviuj encouragement oi the fisheries would can.1 tribute materially to trio prosperity of uie pruv!luce, and tu.u the boundaries should be dennedThese documents were signed on Juiy »m m01 name and oti oeuau oi the Commonalty ol NewNetherlands," Ov a.l tue members oi tue xtstmgand loriner boards or nine men; ami in Hie loiiowingmoutli three oi the signers (Vau der DoucK,t'ou wenhoven and Bout) eiubaraed with ttieui tor

iluiiaud, to lay them before the government ot tbe
l'ailierland; but me latter two stioruy alter re1mi ne i, leaving Van tier Doin g to prosecute the
cause of mo Communally wuu tue government.

TIip IJntrth ( hurirrs ol New Amsterdam.
The States General submitted tne memorial ami

remoustrauce to a commit me, which, tu tne follow*
ing April, reported "a remedy" or itrovislonal
order, in wlnca It was advl.-ed mat a burghers*
government, consisting of a sellout, two burgomastersand tlvo schcuens, suould he established in

the "city of New Amsterdam;" but that, In the
meantime, the nine men should continue three
years longer, anil should have limbed Judicial
powers iu small causes "betweeu man and
man." The proposed changes were opposedby the West India Company, and in

tne delay which occurred the nine mo i again
appealed to the htates General for redress on .Sep-
teinbc'r 13. I'A », and ou the aid of the fnllntvinir

R HERALD, THURSDAY,
December, when they complained tnat Stnvvesant
refused to select from tnelr nominations to flu the
vacancies about to occur in their Board, which was
thus threatened with dissolution. The Director
General, too, continued his arbitrary efforts to repressthe /rowing spirit of freedom, and acted imperiouslyto the popular representatives and to tho
Vice Director aud others who toon their part.
After retting dormant for two years, the "ProvisionalOrder" was revived by the States General
in 1(152, when It was still opposed by the AmsterdamChamber of the West India Company, who expressedthe hope that the complaint or "the pretendedand disaffected delegates of a lew evH-disposedpersons iu New Netherlands" would have
t>eeu disregarded as groundless. The otner Chambersof the Company, however, being or a contrary
opinion, the Amsterdam Chamber louud 11 necessaryto maicc concessions to tne colonists. Consequentlyon April 4, lt>52, the Directors oi the West
iuuim iiuuuou a UUI £ UCi KUTVI AAHAUUL

in instructions to tne Director Geueral, winch
formed
tub first municipal charter of new amsterdam.1652.
By mis ttie citizens were to be allowed to choose

a sellout (sheriif). two burgomasters (mavorsi, and
nvo schepens (aldermen), "as much as possible accordingto the cisto.ii" or the metropolis of tlie
Fatherland, i'hose oiiloors were to torui a municipalcourt oi justice, suojeot to the right oi appeal to
tue Supreme Court of the province; and in tneir
election every attention was to be paid to "honest
and respectable individuals." who. It was noped,
could be lou id among too numbers, as well as,
said the Directors oi tne Company, to the choice of
persons oi' their own union, wno it was judged
would give the most satis action. Vet this concessionor a municipal lorm of government was made
by tne Company with the very worst grace; it was
stated to be made In order to appease "some restlessspirits, " wnose "impertinences" had already
been an anuovauee. The Company at mis time
also dissuaded the states Geueral from recalling
Stuyvosaut, wuoni tuey had ordered to repair to
Holland and thero give an account of ins administration.Along wltn tne cnartor were given
instructions to the ,- chouc, which comprised fourteenarticles. He was by tiiein constituted "Director
General and Council's Guardiun or the Law in tne
district of Lite city of New Amsterdam;" was to
oonvoko and preside at the meetings of the city
government; was to present all offenders, and to
enlorce all judgments of the city government. He
was also to report annually tne proceedings ot ctio
City Fathers to lite Direetor Geueral and Council of
the ptoviucc. >sucu was the

origin ok municipal institutions
In the Umpire City. It will be noticed that they
owed their existence to tne perseverance of tue
people and tne patriotic demands of their representatives.Tue preceding boards or "Twelve Men,"
"BigUt Men" and "Nine Men," wore orguaizeu to
attvmo the provincial government, and t&us were
scarcely municipal oitlcers. Still, us their duties
referred more especially to the welfare ot cue town,
and as they were inanity instrumental In ootalulng
a "burgher government" lor the thenceforward
"city," tue history of the rise of local seif governmentin our city is only to be found iu tue record of
tneir proceedings. Tuo population of tho new oily
was ut tins time between seven and elgnt hundred.
Four years later, 111 U56, a census was taken, when
there were then found to be in the city 120 houses
uud l.'j in luuabitauts.

urbanization ok tiir new government.
After this protracted struggle or many years' durationthe citizeus believed that thoy had at last Obtainedmunicipal privileges; yet they were sill]

uenied the power o. selecting their own local rulers,
while the lutter were restricted la tneir authority.
Hie instruct ions piutnly laid down that the oitlcers
shoul l oe "elected." and should constitute a Court
like that wlitcu existed lu tno city whence it derived
Ha name. Ntu.v vesutit, however, retained their upborniiieut iu his own hands, and gave them early
to understand mat their existence old not in any
way diminish his own power and authority to
"make ordinances or publish particular interdicts"
for the «iew city. In accordance wun these views
lie issued a proclamation, on February 2,166\ tho
feast oi candlemas, in wuich lie appointed the followingas tne
first municipal government of new amsterdam:
bii/ffomuatfid.ATQiit van lluiroti, Maruu kivgier.
Sc/P'/wns.Paul us Leeudcrtson Van aor Grist,

Maximilian \hii Gnooi, Allaru Alimony, Wiilem
bookman, i'ieter Woliertsen Van C'ou wo.niovou.
The city. however, was not allowed u sellout of

lis own till lotio, clio Company's scliout-Usual being
comniisuoned to act as tua city's sheriff. A similar
latracciou or tiio city privileges was also committed
in (Heaopolutmoiit 01 secretary, lor Jacob Kip was
lomiuateJ oy smy vesaru at a salary of HsO guilders
$100;, instead of the clerk being appointed ny the
nty government, as tu the ! ainerlau i. rue Hoard
ihurtiy utter orgs anted, and afterwards met every
ilternaie Monday inoruiug, at time o'clock, in the
luiliiing erected by tuu govcniment in 1842, hitherto
mown as the City Tavern, out uonceforwavd to bo
.ailed tne Sindt Uu.vs, or City Hall. Htnyvesant
nten attended the meetings, wnich were always
preceded by the ringing of a bell and opened with
yrayers, and In winch there was always a
recess ol an hour at noun. If the business
was then uufluisued. In tne transaction of
public business the burgomasters and schepeus at
tlrst sat together and performed the same duties.
Thev constituted a Court 01 Session, in wnlcit thev
tried botu civil and criminal cases, and had the
power of compelling relractory guardians aud
parents who, wlinout cause, objected to tne marriageof their children, to withdraw tnelr opposition.They also granted passports to persons requiringtne same. Tne proceedings before this
Court were in writing, witnesses being examined
on interrogatories, lite iuiant city did not then embracetne -ervices of a lawyer withiu its limits.a
blessed state of peaeelui existence wmch, however,
was removed soon after the establishment of this
Court, upon tue advent of one liirck van fjcuellnyne,
a notary,who came miner from Holland, out whose
business was not lucrative. We can siato, without
four of enntraillr.timi. mat the number ol ino locral
fraternity has since tneu increased, and that some
members 01 ibe protesslou find belter pickings titan
their 1)lite 11 prototype, litis Van ischclluyue became
High nonstable 01 tne city in February, 1655, upon
tho organization of a new system ol police, it was
proposed that tne

salary of raK city fathers
should be fixed at 3d J guilders ($140| for the burgomastersami -0< guilders (*101) lor tlio scliepcns,
anniialiy: but it does not seem tual tfiev ever receivedthe salary; Indeed, it would appear that
tuere were no luads lrotn which their pay could be
drawn, as tne "chest" or treasury was but poorly
supplied and the current expouscs lor otaor purposeskept lis couteuts very low. In fact, in i<ir>7.
tne "cuest" actually gave out, so tnat 11 was lound
impossiule.ro pay the wages 01 tne town drummer.
a state of financial distress not uuiiKe that at
present experienoed. l ite City Fathers at first devotedtheir atieuuou more to the wcliarc of the city
than to their owu private galas; yet they, in cour-o
of time, thought it well to petition tne general governmentlor "the arrears or their salary, so long
forgotten, in order that once seeing the rruits or
their labors tney may be encouraged to still greater
zeal." Stuyvosaut, however, informed taeui
that ho had nothing to do with too mattorand relerred mem to the empty "cheat"
as tne source wucnco they might draw
their salary, liut though these Officials obtainedno pay they were subject to hue lor nonattendanceto their duties, lor it absent on Court
nays tuey were lined six stivers for tlio first half
hour, twelve for the socoud, and lorty stivers if absentduring the whole meeting.a stiver being about
two cents. Hut though the position ol our first
civic maglsiraies was not oue of ouioluineai, 11 was
nevertheless deemed
A FLACK ov (I iteat honor and respectability.
The Cltv Fathers then enjo.ved the title Of "my
lord," were awarded a prominent place on alt ceremoniousoccasions, and on Sundays occupied a
separate place Hi cnurcb, wnituer their state cushionswere Carrie 1 by tue bellman from the Olty Hull
uud placed 111 tuelr pew.

In the manner we have here related tlio island of
M tuiLdCiiu at last became the city of New Amsterdam.Nearly two centuries and two decades have
stucc passed awav. and tfiougu the city is of tne
same territorial extent that 11 was then, lis populationhas Increased, wo repeat, just about oue tnou

amitold.
in the present state of onr local finances, with

our large indebtedness, it is interesting to note tuo
FIRST FCJHLIC DHBT Of THE CITY.

When the burghers' government came into being
war had hioken out net ween Holland and Kngiaml,
nuu 11 became one 01 mo first duties of tue new authoritiesto place the city lu a state of deieuce
against ail anticipated attack Iron the Puritans of
New hngiaud. To detray tue necessary expenses
tne city government proposed, when they had
barely been in ortlce six weeks, to raise a iout six
thousand guilders (fA4oo) by a loan from the principalcitizens, to bo repaid by a tax upon tne commonalty.In two days 6,000 guilders were subscribed,and a contract enterod into mr erecting
palisades on the outskirts ol tho town (along Wall
street), and at which tne inhabitants, "without one
exception," were required to work, under penalty
of fine, loss 01 citizenship and b mtshmeuu

Bl HUliKIt KKJHTS.1667.
In 1066 some "conditions" were agreed upon In

Holland lorthe settlement of tho province, I11 wnich
it was provided mat the city ol New Amsterdam
should nave turee burgomasters, to be "appointed
11 v tini itiiiiiuiii iini-Lfut-rs 011L of thu 1no.1l uonest.
[it and rich," and "dve or seven schepens," wwcn
the director may setocl Iroin a double number
nominated of tuo burgncri; udded to wnich mere
ww a provision tit.it ivae . me city increased to i >o
families or upwards tuey should t.eunolves choose
a comiuou council of twenty-one persons, to meet
trie burgomasters and schepens. These "conditions, 'nuwever. do uot appear to Davo ever beeu
realized. Bui a further municipal privilege, peculiar
to ihe Fatherland, was grained lu the roilowmg
year, lu conseouenee or the number of "Scoicnineu,"or \>edlers, wno came to me city for the
pui poses oi trade, the uuigmnasters ami schepens
petitioned the Director Ueoeral that tho citizens
should oe granted gieat aud small burghers' rights,
or niuuieipal ireedoin, as in tae city of Amsterdam,
in Kurope, and mat none should 10 allowed to
currv on business lu the capital but "settled residents''wuoKept "lire aud light." fc was, therelore,ordained on Fetiraury 1, n;r»7, thai "the arrivingtraders," oelore selling their goods, snonld
"set up aud Keep an open store within the galeaand ivans ol ine city, am onialn Iroui the city governmentthe common or small burghers' right, for
Which ttie.y should pay twenty guilders ($8) Jor the
support oi the eity. As in its Burupeau namesake,
a great burgher's rigUI was aiso established, purchasableat Oity guilders (|20). such persons
as obimued this right ivero only hereafter
to be uualiiied to uu me city oftlces
and dignities, aud they should be exemptlor one year and six weeks irom city watchesand expeditions; and should oo tree In their
proper persons from arrest bv any subaltern
r.niiri or imiieiai neucUei oi tho province. At tuo
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request of the municipal authorities, the present and
future burgomasters and scheDsns, ami the DirectorGeneral, councillors, clergymen and military ollivers,wiui their male descendants, ware declared to
belong to tue class ot great burghers. The oiasa ol
small ourghers was to Include all natives an 1 all
wno had resideJ iu the city a year aud six weeks,
uli wno had married or should marry the daughters
of burghers, all who Kept stores or did business
witmu the city, and all salaried officers or the Company,The grant or these "bnrgher rlghis'' must oe
viewed as a second charier giving Increased municipalprivileges. It introduced into New Amsterdam
the Invidious system of class distinctions and an urisTocrao.ylouudeu upon wealtii, tne latter comprising
at the time but twenty names. Tills law has been
mi verted to by cuaucellor Kent, una also in tue
proceeding* of the Cnarter Convention or 18Z'J, as
me earliest Dutch charter, This, as our readers
wilt perceive, is an error; the earnest municipalcharter being the West India Comuanjr's grant of
1151, Are years previous.
CIVIC Al'l'UOHITlKS I'SHMITTBD TO KOMINATK THIIB

8UU0BS8ORS.
From the very organization of the civic governmentin 1653 a continual contest was waged

between Stuyvesaut and the people, which led to
his begrudgiugly surrendering to the city certain
excise duties and corporate privileges, on December2i, 1053, tnoclty uutuuritios memorialized the
Company, entreating that they might enjoy equal
municipal privileges with tnelr namesake in Holland,especially demanding that a sellout should be
elected by the people. This led to Kuyier oelug
appointed City tichout in the tallowing spring; but
he was directly artorwards murdered, una then,
notwithstanding the urgent reinonstuuces of uie
municipal authorities, the Director Oeueral persistedla denying a separate scuout tor the city.
Hut in the beginning of 10 >s. owing to the unweariedefforts of the burgomasters and scliepens to
obtain a representative local government, 8tuyvesautconceded thorn the privilege of nominatingfrom (ho great burghers a double number
ol persons, Iroin wiioin he would cnoose their successors.uut now the division of tue citizens into two
classes was louud to be u iaiiure. few or none
would purchase a privilege winch was unpopular,
and there being an lusuiDcieut number ol great
burghers lor me double nomination, it was found
necessary to increase tlio list. A douole list ol candidateswas then made out, and rroin this, aftor the
correction of what Stuyvesant considered an inlormanty,the now magistrates were selected and confirmedby the Director and Council. Two years later
New Amsterdam obtained waat she had so long desired.ascuout of her own, in tue person ol t'leier
Tonneinan. lately of Ureuckeleu, who returned from
Holland with a commission iroin the Amsterdam
Directors, and on August 5, luilo, took his oain of
office and his seat lu the City Hall, in place of De
Slilu, the Company's schoui-llscal, whom Siiiy vesantuad persisted la retaining in the oiUco.

The First English Charter.
On September 8, 1601, New Amsterdam surrenderedto the English, when colonel Richard Nicolls

was proclaimed Governor by the burgomasters, and
tbo name ol the oily, which then had a population
of 1,50j, was changed to New York. By the sixteentharticle ol capitulation, In which document
the city was designated "the town of Manhattan,*'
It was stipulated that the civil magistrates should,
at their own option, remain uncuanged till the
customary time of new elections, when new ones
should be chosen by themselves, such new magistratesto take the oath of allegiance to the King of
England previous to entering upon their office. In
compliance with tills on the 2d of the lollowiug Kei>
ruarr. upon the expiration oi tueir term or oitlce,
the burgomasters and sctiepeus named their successors,as they had done uuder the Dutch government,and the new officers, who were all Dutchmen,were comlrined by Uoveruor Nicolls, who
drew up an oath, wmch was taken by tnem.

THE "NICOLLS CUAUrbTl''.ltiuo.
As our readers are aware, the province of New

York was granted by royal patent ol Charles 11.
to his brotuer, the Duke ol York, who, on tne death
of the former in 1015, became sovereign undor too
title ol James 11. Ju obedience to tne instructions
ol the patentee to make tne city government "conformableto me custom of England," Nicolls, alter
wuitiug nine mouths alter the capitulation, so mat
the sensibilities of the Dutch might not be nurt, on
June 12,1605, issued a proclamation, in which tie
revoked "the lorm and cere uony ol government of
His Majesty's town or New York, under me name or
Sellout, Burgomasters and sehepons," and declaredthat its ruture government should be
administered by persons who suould be known by
"Hie name and style of Mayor, Aldermen and
Sheriff." uy a separate instrument ol tne same
date no ordained tliut "me iunamtauts of New
York, New llaricin, wiln all other of llis Majesty's
subjects, inhabitants upon this island, commonly
called and knowu by the name of Manhattan's
lsiuud, are and shall be forever accounted, nominatedand established as one body pontic and
corporate under tne government or u Mayor, Aldermenand Sheriff." lie at tne same time appointed
as the llrst Mayor Captain Tnoinas Wiuett, of
Plymouth, an Englishman who was highly esteemed
by the Dutch; us Alderuicu, Ihomas Delavall. Oloff
Stevenson Van Cortiamit, Johannes Van Hrugn,
Cornells Vau Uuyveu and Joiin Lawrence, and as
Sheriff, Aliurd Antnony. Theso officers were to
lioid their places r<ir a year, and any lour or tneai,
oi whom tne Mayor or nis Deputy was always to be
one, were to have

rum. authority to dOVEUN TIIE CITY
according to the general laws "aud such peculiar
laws .is ure ui Miiuii uu moumu convenient uuu necessary."Of tlio new Corporation tnrea were Englishmenana four Dutchmen.one of the latter of
whom had nccu prominent ui the late government
anu uow assumed the new title of Sheriff lor mat
of acbout, which position he hail previously held.
Still much dissatisfaction was exhibited at the
ctiauuc, especially as under tne new charter tne
magistrates did not retain the power 01 nominatingtheir successors, who were appointed bv the
Governor witliout any restraint. Little change was
made in judicial proceedings except the substitution
of flic English tongue lor tne Dutch and the introductionof trial oy jury, as provided by a new
legal code, though suitors had tne option of having
ttieir causes settled in the summary manner to
which they had been accustomed, so tuut lor half
a century iho lorms peculiar lo Dutch jurisprudence
were recognized in the Mayor's Court of the cry of
New York. Trie new charter was a more specific
grunt or powers than had hitherto been vested in
tue town magistrates, in 167o James sent the membersseven gowns, to bo worn 011 state occasions,
and a silver mace, to bo curried by a mace-bearer
at the head of their processions. At the same time
lie presented the Corporation with a new seal. A
livery was at this time worn by the licadles and
other subordinate officers ot tue city. Its color was
blue, tipped with orange.

The Dutch ( barters of New Orange.
In 1073, England and Iiolland being again at war.

Commodores Evcrtsen and Bonckes appeared before
New York, witn a Dutch fleet, when, owing to the
pusillanimity of tne English commander, the city
became au easy conquest on August 9, and lell onco
more under the dominion 01 the Dutch. The
province was at onco renamed New Netherlands,
and Captain Anthony colue appointed Uovernor,
and the name of the city chauged to
that of "New Orange," in compliment to the
Trincc of Orange, then Stadtholder, while its
magistrates were released irom their oaths lo the
English government. At the request of the naval
commanders six burghers were appointed to confer
with them respecting the restoration of the old
municipal government, who were directed tocon<
voke the Commonalty and nominate persons "from
the wealthiest lnhabltuuts, aud those only of the
Reformed Christian religion," out of wnom the
Council might select the magistrates for the city,
ami from tntse a sellout, three uurgomanters aud
live schcpcns were appointed to serve "as regents of
this city for the term of one current year."

K1ENCKES AND BVKKrsEN'S CHARTER.1673.
The commission which appointed these magistratesbore date August 17, aud was signed by Hie

two commodores, tne uew Governor and two otner
Dutch officers wbo formed the council of war. it
restored the civic government to its previous characteras "practiced in tlic cities ot our fatherland,
to the end that Justice may be maintained aad administeredto all good inhabitants without resDect
or regard to persons." The uew magistrates were
authorized ami empowered to govern the
city conformably to tne laws aad statutes
of the Netherlands, and to mako sucn
orders as snail oe deemed necessary; and tne
Inhabitants were strictly ordered to respect and
honor the regents "in rneir respective qualities, as
ail loyai and ralthrm subjects are bound to do." The
new magistrates were sworn to administer "good
»aw ami justice." promote uic wcuure ui tue citjr,
maintain the apngtit and truo Christian religion
agreeably to the Word of Uod and toe order the'
Synod of Dordrecht, and to uphold the supremacy
of the States General and the 1'rince of Orange.

colv.vs nnitrEn, 10t4.
A more defluite charter, however, was executed

on January if, 1074, by Governor General Coive.
fills Instrument, wulcti cousisied 01 fifteen "provisionalinstructions,'' directed mat tuo magistrates
shall use caro taut the deformed Christian reinrlon
he ui.tiniained "without suiforiug any otner sects
attempting anything contrary thereto;" mat they
snail hate powers in an matters pertaining to tue
policy, security uud peace of the city; thai tne
hchout snail be present and preside at
all meetings, except when the Governor
or some one appointed by lilui presides,
when he shall rank next below tne youngest
burgomaster; that in all civil cases exceeding "rtiiy
beavers" In amount an appeal may t>e bad to the
Governor and council; tnat lu criminal cases tne civic
magistrates nave power to Judg: and seutence, even
to ocalh included, but tnat tne sanction of the Governorand Council be required for the Infliction of
corporal punishment. K also regulated the order
or procedure at tne meetings of tue body, of which
the nargomasters shall, in turn, lie president lor
six woiuna, except in the current year, when, three
being appointed, the presidential term of each snail
be only lour months. It (urlher ordained that in all
judiciary cases tne 8cho111, alter making his complaint,should leave tne bcucn and absent himself
during the oeci-ioii; empowered tho city governmentto enact, with the Governor's approval, certainstatutes and ordinances; directed thai the
same and ail judgments should be strictly enforced;
permitted the government to elect aud confirm all
interior officers except secretary, and directed that
eight da.vs before the close of the municipal year
an Assembly should ue convoked, at which a douole
nomination should be mane, irom which and rrom
the outgoing magistrates the Governor should selecttne civic government for the succeeding year.
Hut this emitter, lu which the uowera and duties

'LB SHEET.
of ttie civic government were for the first time clearlydeduct, was lu force but s very few mouths; for
on K bruary 10 a treaty of peace was signed at
Westminster. under which, muoti to tbe disgust of
the Dutch burgbers or New Orange, the province of
New NeiberlaudB was restored to tue Kuglish, authenticIntelligence of which was received on the
17th of the following June, but little over ten
months after the reconquest; the final surrender,
however, not taking place uutU the loth of tue suoceedingNovember.

Other Baalish Charters.
Major Edmund Andros. the newly appointed Governorof the province, at once restored to it and to

the cltv the name of New York, and directed that
the muuiclpal (orm of government Introduced by
Governor Richard Nlcolla should be re-established.

TBE ANDROS CUAKTEK.16T4.
The Governor issued a proclamation, having the

effect of a charter, in which he declared that "all
former grants, privileges or concessions, and all
estates under His Royal Highness," before the late
Dutch government, were thereby oonflrmed. At the
same time he commissioned Matthias Nicolls,
whom he had reappointed Secretary of tne Province,
to be Mayor; Jonn Lawrence to be Deputy Mayor,
and William Dervall, Frederick Phllltpse, Gabriel
MinvleUe and Jonn Winder to he Aldermen, to hold
office until next October, wnile Thomas Gibbs was
uaiueu snertit In October, 1675, Andros appointed
their successors by proclamation, and in virtue of
the Duke's letters patent.a new patent havingbeen granted to him by Charles 1L after the restorationof the province to the English. No further
change in tne lortn of the municipal government of
the city occurred until Andros was succeeded by
Colonel Thomas Dongan, who arrived August 25,
16S.J, and undertook tlio government, and shortly
afterwards was taken one of tne
MOST IMl'QUTAKT STEI'S IN TUB HISTOKT OF TUB

CHARTERS.
uugvi me special lusirucuous given io mm

that tie should consider and report the advantages
01 granting to the city of Netv York "immunities
and privileges" beyond what other parts ol tne
Duke's territories enjoyed. Consequently on November9 me Mayor and Aldermen petitioned
Liougan that the "ancient customs, privileges and
Immunities" wluoh had been granted to them by
Nlcolls in 1006 should be confirmed by a ctiartur
from the Dutte of YorK, vrith certain additions, Includingthe division ol the corporation Into six
wards; the annual election of the Aldermen and
other officers by the ireeuien in each ward; the
local government of the city to be entrusted to
them aud to a Mayor and Kccorder to ue
annually appointed by the Governor aud
Council; that a .sheriff, coroner aud Town
Cierk be appointed in the same way; that
the Corporation appoint their own Treasurer;
and that whatever else was necessary for tne welfareof the city should be us fully confirmed to them
as similar privileges are to the corporal ions
of Nnglaud. Though the Governor and Council objectedto some oi tnese proposed additional articles,
alter lull explanations they were agreed to In almostevery particular. On the 24th ot the same
month the existing metropolitan officers wore reapJoiutedby the Governor, who also commissioned
ohu West, its actual clerk, to be "Clerk of the city

of New York, and Jonn Tudor, a lawyer, to oe Sheriff."The corporation then asked that It might
choose its own Cleik and have other privileges.Dougau replied that the Clerk's nomination must be
reierred to the Duke; but he at once grunted to the
Corporation the ferry, dock and market, aud promisedu graut of laud.

TilK CITY DIVIDER INTO WARDS.
The Governor also exhibited a laudable wish that

the city should enjoy the substance of its desired extensionol privileges as early us possible; he, therefore.ordered the same to be put in practice until
the Duke's pleasure could be further known; conMnntiArii.lt/.nn lliicpmlmr li thn Mnvnr ami

Aldermen divided the citv luto six wards, and assignedNicholas liayard to be Alderman lor tbe
bourn ward, Jonn luiuns lor the Dock ward, WllHam1'luliorn ior tiie East ward, Uuliau VerplaucK
lor tlie Norm ward, John Robinson for tue West
ward and William Cox lor tlie Out ward. A few
days later Jainos Graham, ouo or the lute Aldermen,was commissioned the flrst Recorder ol the
city ana "took tils place on the uench on the right
haud of the Mayor." The citizens being empowered
auuuaily to elect an Alderman and a Common
Councilman In each ward, on the 13th of October in
the lollowlng year, being the usual time, new
Aldermen and Common Councillors were chosen lor
the six wards, while the Uoveruor made a grstelul
concession to the old Dutch leeinig by allowing
seven persons to be named to htm, irom wnoui be
cuose Oabriel Miuvieile to be the new Mayor.

TUB DOUQAN CHARTER.1088.
The application or the civic magistrates was referredto the Duae; but It was not until April 33,

1686, that the complete charter was granted, in consequenceof the Corporation again expressing tne
desire lor a new charter continuing their old privilegesand granting to tuem all the vacant laud in and
about tne city. Dayard, wno was men
Mayor, being also one ol the Council, and
Recorder Urahain, being also Attorney General
of the province, a draft of tne desired patent was
quicltly submitted to the inunioipal authorities, who
agreed to give Dougau £300, and Secretary Spragg
£30, as their official fees. The engrossed cuarter
having been read and allowed in council, was accordinglysigned by me Governor, who caused It to
dc sealed with tue old Provincial seal. liy this
instrument the ancient municipal rights and privIlieges of the Corporation or New Toft were connruied,and othei franchises of an important characterwere granted to tUe city, and It still lorms the
basis ol our municipal government, The cuarter
declared that New York city should thenceiorih
comprise the entire island of Manhattan, extendingto i lie low water mark of me bays and rivers
surrounding it. The Governor returned the appo.utmentofthe Mayor, Recorder, sheriff, Coroner,
Digit Constable, Town Clerk and clerk oi me Marketin his own hands, leaving the Aldermen, Assistantsand petty constables to be cncsen by tlie
people, at the annual election on St. Michael's Day.
it constituted tne Mayor. Recorder, Aldermen and
Assistants for the time being and their successois
one body corporate and politic, in deed, tact and
name; empowered tbein to make and repair roads,
Ac.; to hold lands, tenements, lranciilses, Ac.,
within and without the city, provided tue same did
not exceed the value of £i,uuo per gnoum, and to
make laws to remain m force fur tnree months and
no longer, unless confirmed by me Governor. Hut
the Corporation was desirous that this charter
should be continued by James himself, who was
now the sovereign, and accordingly in January,
1637, authorized Mayor liayard aud Recorder Grahamto procure the same. James' short reign, however,was too troubled ror hnn to attend to such
matters, in fact, such a confirmation appears to
have been unnecessary, as it is beid that the King
was logailv bound by Dongan's act. in the third
year of the operation or this charier an election of
an exceptional character took place, which is wormyof note. Alter the dethronement of James and
before the authority of William and Mary was establishedin New York, Leisler, whose power was
dunnuaut in the city, ordered mat on Michaelmas
day, 1039, the usual day of election, lu addition to me
Aldermen and Comuiou Council, the Mayor, Clerk
and Sheriff of the city snould also be elected insteador being appointed by me uoveruor and coun|cd, as was required by the charter. This might be
said to have been

FIRST CHOICE OV A MAYOR UY THE ntOH.E,
if it had not been that the election was restricted to
Protestant freeholders,'' and (hat, consequently,

"noue but seventy or eighty" persons Voted, so that
the election cannot be said to have been a popular
one.

Any doubt ihat might have arisen of the validity
o; tlie charier, lrom the ctfect ol the revolution, wan
removed by au act of ttie Assembly or New Vom,
passed lu April, loot, similar in nature to one passed
lu England in tue previous year, which provided mat
all charters, patents aud grants executed under the
seal of tue province, and nutnorizeu oy the roruier
kings ol Kngiaud, unto the respective corporations
or bodies politic, Ac., are, aud forever shall be.
deemed effectual charters, patents and grants,
authentic in tiie law against'tueir majesties, their
heirs and successors lorever, and were tncreuy
ratified and confirmed. The aid 01 the Legislature
was also otteu lound necessary lor the proper enforcementof the powers or the corporation, winch
nave their source in the charter.

THE ol'KEN ANNK CHARTER.1708.
The Corporation of me city having petitioned for

a confirmation ol their right to the "old l'erry" betweenthe city and Long Island, and for some va-
cant laud udjaoent thereto, a charter was granted
April 19, 17un, in the reign or uuecn Anne, oy govIeruor Cornbury, which acceded 10 the name, and
gave the Corporation leave aud license to establish
and maintain Uus aud oilier ferries between those
points. Tins charter treated exclusively of tins
matter.

TUB MONTOOMRR1B CHARTBH.1730.
The last aud most important of me charters

granted by the British Governors wan tnat winch
Governor Monigomerie granted in 1730. It is, in

fact, the charter upon the foundations of wnich Hie
city of New Vom has ever since iieen governed.
Tne two prior charters of 1080 aud 1708 may be conIsldered as merged in this, as they are recited in it at
Icukiq, and all luo grant* ami franchises tney
contain are repeated am) continued and eularked,witn the addition or otner powers,
rights ami privileges. Tbls charter was the result
ot a petition of tne Corporation praying for extendedirancbises and needed powers and privilegeswhich it was considered the growing wants
o( me city demanded. This petition, being snhmilledby the Uoveroor to a comimlioe of bis coun!oil, it reported favorably upon me greater portion
ol its clauses, and me Attorney General ol the
Province was ordered to prepare a charter pursuantto sncb report.
Hy this charter it was declared that the city of

New York, "from hencetortii lorcver hereafter shall
he and remain

A FBKF CITY OF FT8ELF,"
and bo one body corporate ami pontic. Ac..a vested
right the value of wnich Chancellor Kent considers
inestimable.mat the corporate limits were extendedto 4o icet beiow low water mark; ibattne
Corporation were granted tne sole power of establishingicrries about tne island, with rates of ferriageto he fixed hy toe Uovernor and Council
or hy act of the Legislature; also that
It ought hold and keep market houses,
docks, slips and wharves, with all tne profits arising
from them. Provision was also made for a Court or
Common Pleas, to he held on every Tuesday or the
year hy tue Mayor or his deputy, with two or more
Aldermen, power bciog given them to ad)onrn
the h.izito for a period not exceeding twenty*
eignt days; and luo Mayor or Kecorder, with
a majority of toe Aidenncn aud Assistants,
were anthonaod to ineet and make or
repeal such bylaws and lordnances as they might
deom fit, the same to contlnuo in force for twelve
mouths and no longer, unless confirmed oy the Governoranil Council. It was farther provided that the
cur should ho divided Into, seveu wards.the new

ward being called the Montgomerte ward.and
that the clvto officers should be one Mayor, one Recorder,seven aldermen, seven a-sistants, one
shertd, one coroner, one common clerk, oue chainbeNam, one high constable, sixteen assessors,
eight collectors, sixteen constables and oue marBhali;and that "on the Orst day of St. Michael, the
Archangel. In every year hereaiter," there should be
elected in each ward, by plurality of votes, from
the ireeholdera and resident freemen, oue alderman,one assistant, two assessors, one collector,
and two constables, except In the Out ward, wblofc
should huve two assessors, one collector and twe
constables lor each of its two divisions. That portionot the petition of the Corporation which desiredt nat the offices of Mayor, Recorder, bihertfL
Coroner and Town Clerk might be henceforth elected
was not acceded to, ana these officials, continued aa
heretofore to be appointed by the Governor and
Council, those of Recorder and Town Cierk at pleasureand me rest annually; but the offices of Chamiberlain, lilxb Constable and other subordinate ones
were to be tilled by tne Mayor and Common Council.The Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen were constitutedjustices of the Peace, witn power to bear
and determine all pleas of forty shillings and under;
and tha Mayor, Recorder and three or more Aldermenwere t-mpowere I to make as many freemen aa
they chose, and to hold (ieueral quarter Sessions.
'Hipjh witn Hiitfhral iiiltifir nrrimtainiiM formal lirh&t

may not be inaptly terinen
ti1k magna cmahi'kk of tux 01tt.

Chancellor Ken t alludes to it as an instrument
"eutiiled to our respect anil attachment; lor its age
and tne numerous blessings anil great commercial
prosperity which have accompanied the due ex*
erase of its powers." It withstood the shoot ot
the American Revolution, which lor a time suspendedIts (unctions. It was explicitly confirmed
in ail its parts and beatings by an aot or the
Colonial Legislature of October 14, 1712, and It was,
along with other charters, saved and continued by
tne state constitution or 1777, and again by those
or 1H21 and mo. "It remains to this day," aiss
wrote Kent, In 1854, "with much oi Its original
lorm ana spirit, alter having received, by statute
aud inoniflcallous, and such otner enlargement ha
Its legislative, judicial executive orauclios ae
were best adapted to the genius and wants or the
people, aud to the astonishing growth and stilt
rapidly increasing wealth and magnitude ot the
city."

The American Charters.
One huudred years elapsed before the city obtained

any new charter, and then it was only In the torn
ot amendments to the Montgouierie grant. So thai
the latter stood for more than tirty years arter the
Declaration or Independence unaltered except se (he
as was required by the change of State government
and by local convenience.
By the State constitution of 1777 the power oi

annually appointing the Mayor, Sheriff and Coroner
was vosted in the Governors or the State and the
Council of Appointment until otherwise directed by
tne Legislature; but uo further change was made
till the ameuded const!tutiou or 1821, when the
Mayor was directed to be annually appointed by Ute
Common Council, and the Sheriff and Coroner, «s
well as the Clerk of the city, to be chosen trlennt-
ally by tue electors. Tlie Mayor continued to be *p<
pointed by the Common Council nntil the aot of
March a, 1834, directed that he be annually elected
by the citizens qualified to vote for charter officer*
No change was made In tue election of aldermen,
assistants, assessors, collectors and constables on?
til by an act of March 21, 1800, when tne time fo>
the election of charter officers was, on the petition
of the Corporation, changed from tit. Michael's Day
(September 2u) to the third Tuesday In November,
which reuialued iroiu the day of election until ibis,
when the time ot the charier was changed to April,
and then m 1823 bach again to November. The aot
of lsoo confined the qualifications ol electors to
those prescribed by the charter of 1730, but requiredthe lreehold elector to have been such for a
month, and the freeman to have been admitted as
such at least three months before au election. But
essential Inroads were made upon the charter by
an act of April 6, 1»04. which decreed mat tne
officers who were to be appointed annuallyby the Council of Appointment on tho
charter duy might be appointed at any
tlmo during the session of (he Legislaturein each year, and extended the
qualification or electors so as to comprise overy
male citizen of twenty-one years of age and upwardswho suuuld have resideu in this city lor six
months previous to the election, rented a tenement
or tno yearly value of $23, and had paid taxes.
This act was passed agamst tue objections of the
city government, a majority or the Council of Revision,and ol the elder Governor Clinton, who consideredthat the measure was not demanded on any
ground oi strong public policy or necessity, and
that it had boon cousluered a settled and salutary
principle in the government that charters of corporation,comaluiug grants and privileges, were
uot to be essentially affected without the consent eC
tne parties or without due process ol law.
In 1824 an attempt was made to separate the two

Boards of the Common Council, and a vote was
taken in tue city thereon at tne charier election sf
tnut year, wnen l,70o ballo a were given In favor of
the project and 1,708 agauist it, and It was consequentlylost by 08 votes.

rUtST CHARTER CONVENTION.1829.
The city was governed under the charters and

auxiliary acts above reierred to until 1830, when tks
amended charter ot that year was adopted, on tne
23d of June in the previous year itie Common Council
nuaml a rAantniin.i rPiMtmiipnilliur tIia pirl7nna tA

cI10080 Ave delegated from each want to a convention,which aiiould take into consideration the
amending ami revising or the charter men in (orce.
Tills Convention having finished its deliberations
and proposed amendments, adopted a resolution
Septeinoer 1839, directing the transmission or such
amendments to the Common Council, with the requestfor tne passage ol an ordinance, submitting
tue same to the electors for their approval; and it
was also resolved, tnat in event or tne amendments
being approved, the same should be forwarded to
the Legislature with a request in the name of tlte
people or tne city, that thejr be pa-sed Into a law.
These suggestions were carried into effect, and, at
the state election In November t> llowing the
amendments were snbmiited to tue people witu tho
lolJowiug result:.
VOTE ON AMENDMENTS TO C11ARTEK, NOVEMBER, 1820,
For the amendments 11.8119
Against v<ua

Majority In favor 0.29T
In consequence of this decision ol me people aa

application was made to the Legislature to have tho
amendments ratified by law and made purl or the
charter. Tlus was done y the act of April 7, 1830.

CHARTER OF 1830.
Tne changes eiTccied by this charter related cssendailyto the organization oi tne common council ami

the regulation oi Its legislative action, instead ol
the Major, Recorder, Aldermen and Assistant* .

forming, as previously, one hoard, it was provided
that one alderman elected from eacn ward ol
the city (there being then tonrteen) should form the
lioaru of Aldermen, and one assistant elected irom
eacn ward should'iorm the Hoard ol Assistants, the
two Hoards to sit and act separately, with concurrentand equal powers, and together were to constitutethe Common Council or the city, ot which the
Mayor and Recorder should cease to bo members;
every law, ordinance or resolution to pass both
Hoards and to be approved by me Mayor; but il
within ten days he return thu same Willi objections,
then to be reconsidered, and to require a majority
of all the members elected to euch Hoard beiore It
can become a law of the Corporation. H, ho a ever,
the Mayor should uot return the same within tendaya
it should become valid without lus sanction. The
general duties of the Mayor were also more speoillcaliydefined and enlarged br requiring him to communicateto the Common Council, at least once a
year, a general statement of the condition of too
crty government, finances and improvements, and
recommend such measures as he shall deem expedient,aud to be active and vigilant la the exercise
of the dudes of his executive trust. Tne cnarier
further provided that the executive business ol tho
Corporation should theieafter be perlormeu by districtdepartments, to be organized and appointed
for thai purpose by the Common Council; and
as a ouqps to improvident legislation it prohibitedmoneys being drawn from the treasury
except upon previous specific appropriations,
ami (urtner prohibited the Common Council
irom borrowing moneys on the credit ot the Corporation.except in anticlpat.on of tho roveuue or tho
year, until authorized by a specldc act of the Legis-
taiure, him directed mat iuer must puousn anauaily,two months preceding tlie Charter election,
detailed statement of the receipts and expenditure*
ol the Corporation for tne year preceding; and
should provide ior the accountability of all officer*
and oiuer8 entrusted with city luuda by requisite
security iroin them. 1 he day or the Charter electionwits by tnese amendments again appointed to
be held lu the spring, on the second Tuesday in
April, and the newly elected otllcers to enter upon
their duties ou the second Tuesday in May.

aac'OND ClUKTRIl CONVKNTIUN.1844
In IMS an attempt was made to amend the char

ter in a very extensive manner, so us the better to
adapt the municipal government to the Increased
wants ol the city. An act or ttie Legislature waa
passed May w, winch provided for tne calling of a
convention fur the purpose or "forming a new or
revislug and amending the present charier,"
and tuat the charters or umoudmcats proposedshould be submitted to the people
at the general state election in tha
following November. The statute possessed the
new and peculiar feature of empowering the Coo.
veution either to muse an entirely new charter or to
suggest auiendinenis only, winch, tr adopted by
majority of votes cast on the question, was to bo
submitted to the Legislature at its next session for
approval, and, if so approved, should become law.
In accordance therewith delegates were elected.
one or two trout each ward, according to population.whomet in convention, at the City Halt, on
July 6, and terminated tuctr tabors on October 28,
wueu they reported aud submitted amendments to
tuo charter, wmeh were slgued by the following
MBWHK11S or T1IK CHARTKH CONVENTION, 1*4#:.
Abraham V. Williams, President; Hauiuel A.

Crapo, Richard Kronen, luvld (Ir.itiaia, Jr.. George
H. Purser, John W. Avery, Lyman Candee, Miivers
Paraer, James M ;Gav, Konort U. Maciay. Charles
il. Dougherty, Jauies 11. urceiittiau, Davui A.
Fowler, Richard T. Uompion, Jonn It. Flanaghan,
David c. ftroderlck, Klijan K. I'urdy, 11. J. Alcserole,
Joel Kelly, J. H. cook, Daniel D. llriggs, siephen
Ilashrouck, Edward s. luues, Henry E. Davies,
Erasing tiencdict, Edmund J. Porter, Theodora
Marlines, Frederick IL Ix>e, Robert H. lioyd, Thomas
McSpedon, Henry A. Reach, (leorge W. Varian; D.
T. Valentino, John A. Stewart, secretaries. .Home
01 these gentlemen, it will be notliod, still lake a
lively Interest in our municipal affairs.
As tne reason ior deciding upon amendments Insteadof an entirely new cuartor cue convention, la


